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Honours degree not needed, finds AIDSO survey

BENGALURU DHNS: The four-
year undergraduate Honours
programme is “not needed”,
according to 83% of respon-
dents in a survey carried out
by the student body All India
Democratic Students Organ-
isation (AIDSO).

The organisation conduct-
ed the survey on the State
Education Policy which the
Congress government has
announced to implement in
place of the National Educa-
tion Policy (NEP).

The findings of the survey
have been submitted to the
Higher Education Depart-
ment. According to the details
shared by the organisation,
23,120 students from nine
government universities, 82
Government First Grade
Colleges, 12 Government
Engineering Colleges and 15
Government Student Hostels

in Karnataka participated in
the survey.

“Every individual was met
personally and their opinions
were collected through a
questionnaire. 20% of the to-
tal collected responses were
consideredasasample,’reads
thereport.

According to the survey,
most of the students said that

the Honours degree courses
(four-year degree) are not
needed. The students would
like to study about thinkers of
the Renaissance movement
and the revolutionary fight-
ers of the freedom struggle,
the survey said.

Interestingly, eventhe state
government thinks of scrap-
ping the Honours degree pro-
gramme implemented as part
of the NEP.

Asmuchas 80% of students
said that it is wrong to get
funding from the corporate
sector to run government ed-
ucational institutions. About
86% of the respondents said
that foreign directinvestment
and foreign universities are
not needed in India and 93%
opined that values should not
be ignored in the curriculum
under the pretext of giving
skill/job training to students.
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Hot gadgets

Apple launched thg iIPhone 15 and iPhone 15 Plus. Most tech
analysts say there s nothing new in the phone except for USB C.

| Pixels 8, Pixel 8 Pro and Pixel Fold and
announced the integration of on-device Al features
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ELON MUSK’S SAM BANKMAN-FRIED’S
TAKEOVER OF TWITTER CONVICTION

Billionaire CEO Elon Musk’s
rebranding Twitter as X,
replacing its iconic bird logo is
arguably the most talked
about thing on the internet.
Elon’s decision to fire content
moderators, allowing hateful
content/ posts, his
controversial posts, cage
match invitation to
Zuckerberg, and his support
of conspiracy theories related
to Jews often created
headlines. His war with
advertisers has cost him
heavily with advertisers

“He had gotten higher bonuses
because of his hair and that it
was an important part of FTX's
narrative and image,” this is a
description by Caroline Ellison, a
tech executive and former
girlfriend of Sam Bankman-
Fried. Crypto’s golden boy and
one of the most influential
people in the crypto industry
was convicted for cheating
customers in what is billed as
one of the biggest financial
frauds in US history. The crypto
industry too faced setbacks with
US regulators cracking down on

boycotting. Analysts say Elon
himself or someone else
should bail out the company

It. However, the cryptocurrency
market jumped to $1.7 trillion,
ending the year on a mixed note.
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Microsoft releases Copilot app
tor free on Android PlavStore

US tech giant Microsoft has released its chatbot Copilot
on the Android Play Store for free. It offers the same
features as Microsoft’s Bing and OpenAl's ChatGPT and
nas a similar user interface to Bing Chat. The company
recently renamed its Bing Chat platform as Copilot.

With a dedicated app, the company is trying to
.. further the brand and concept. Signing in
allows the users to ask more questions
and have longer conversations in the app.
Apart from a range of preset questions,
the app can also answer regular queries
from users. Users can also pose questions

to Copilot by speaking. Users have to tap the
microphone icon to use voice prompts. The app can also

analyse the images uploaded onto it Users can switch on

or off GPT-4 option in the app, which will give them more

reliable responses. The users can toggle between dark

and light modes. Microsoft calls Copilot “your everyday
companion”.

-




LEGAL BATTLE |

Major copyright showdown brews over Al

The New York Times Co sued Microsoft Corp and OpenAl Inc for using its content to help develop
artificial intelligence services. Details from what the NYT alleges indicates a major concernonhow  Does Al
tech and Al companies approach copyright and content rights copy?

Actual text Output
What NYT has alleged

from NYT from GPT-4
Opendl/Microsoft “unlawfully” trained its Al products by
copying and using NYT's reports, analyses, reviews,
investigations and how-to guides. ChatGPT and Bing
search reprodeces NYT content verbatim, depriving

Al models such as
Midjoumey and
OpenAl’'s GPT-4 do not
exactly store data. They
learn patterns, and that
4 g 4 i By is at the heart of the
tlF" & i ' ! “fair use” defense by Al

the publication readership and subscription revenues ,ﬁf:r S L i : ; :g:::g;mz‘-ﬂfhw
Details of the lawsuit i ar . i ol . non-plagiarised copy

While OpenAl/Microsoft used many
sources, they gave " particular emphasis”
on NYT content, “revealing a preference
that recognises the value of those works®

NYT attempted to negotiate an
agreement with Dpenal for months, but
the Al company said it befieves its actions
fall under “fair use” conduct.

What is

happening
then?

The abllity of machines

NYT also accused OpenAl's products of to learn something so
"hallucinations”, or incorrectly attributing well that it can
facts or reportage to the publication. reproduce what is

effectively a replica will
push up against the
principle of fair use of
third-party content.
This has already been a

“.they are also causing The Times
commercial and competitive injury by
misattributing content to The Times
that it did not, in fact, publish.”

An example of 3 shot from the
Joker movie and what users

' erplexing matter since
Not the only case i et mpasies
| ’ have generated
While not part of legal proceedings yet, a :
similar controversy has embroiled image et B> fEe Dy o
genarator Midjourney. Users last week - -y

P generated by users and

found that Midjourney was produding i publishers.

images eenly similar to frames in movies.




UMA KANNAN @ New Delhi

=T HOUGH Artificial Intel-
ligence (Al) has been
around for decades, with
the emergence of genera-
tive Al, the technology
has gained significant atten-
tion in recent times. The atten-
tion has also generated many
misconceptions about Al, in-
cluding that it will take over all
the jobs.n.

TOP S MISCONCEPTIONS
o Al will take over jobs

About 24%of Indian respond-
ers of a Pricewaterhouse-
Coopers (PwC) survey said
they believe Al will have a
negative impact on the na-
ture of their work and 21%
said they feel Al will take
over their Jobs compared to
13%0f global respondents.
However, experts say there is
no imminent risk of jobs be-
ing taken over by Al, They
called on employees to up-
skill to stavrelevant in a ever
changing job market.

O Lz

Another common miscon-
ception is that Al is a single
technology. In fact, Al is a set
of technologies that can be
used to generate accurate
forecasts in various fields,
analyse large sets of data
and so on. It is being used in
every sector, not just in the
technology sector and it can
be used in various ways. By
choosing the right tools, or-
ganisations can greatly ben-
efit. Amit D Mishra, CEO and
founder, iMocha, says the

"

. Debunking
| myths

corporate landscape is set to
undergo a shift towards
Skills-First Transformation
(SFT) in the year ahead.
“Driven by the escalating de-
mand for tech and Al skills,
organisations are likely to
prioritise ‘power-user’ em-
ployees with multi-discipli-
nary expertise. HR and busi-
ness leaders are increasingly
recognising the role of Gen-
erative Al in talent retention
and management.”

o Alls for those who
work In tech sector

Al is for everyone. A com-

mon misconception is
that it is just for those who
work in the technology sec-
tor. People are already using
Al in their everyday lives. It
1s being commonly used in
healthcare -- from helping
medical professionals make
accurate diagnosis to provid-
ing personalised treatment
for patients that result
in effective care. Also, bene-
fits of Al are seen in the re-
tail sector with shoppers
benefiting from the voice-en-
abled shopping assistants,
and purchase recommenda-
tions that help provide a per-

sonalised shopping

experience.

o Al canreplace human
intelligence

Artificial Intelligence i1s a
simulation of human intel-
ligence in machines and it is
programmed in such a way
that it performs tasks typi-
cally done by humans, but it
can never replace human in-
telligence. Experts say vari-
ous Al tools can combine ex-
isting ideas, but can’t produce
something new as itcan't un-
derstand things the way hu-
mans do.

o Al will take over
the world

This is another common mis-
conception that Al will take
over the world and bring hu-
mans under its control. The
truth is even experts are not
sure where Al technology
will go from here. But at the
same time, many of them
feel a scenario where Al take
would over the world is a
stuff for fiction.



-I#_-_-_-n*':f"mﬁ“;'h-— - . o M

Al-enabled fridge that can warn
you about foods nearing expiry

Samsung has been tinkering with loT-based smart
fridges with large screens since 2016. Now they get an
interesting update. The ‘Bespoke 4-Door Flex Refrigera-
tor’ with Al-enabled ‘Family Hub+' has been packed
with Al Vision Inside, which uses an internal camera that
can identify 33 different fresh food items.
The Seoul-based company has trained it
on a predefined set of data comprising
approximately one million food photo-
graphs. Apart from recognizing items
being placed in and out of the refrigera-
tor, users can manually add the expiration
date of the items to keep track. The large
32-inch LCD screen in front of the refrigerator sends out
alerts for items that are nearing their expiry date. Sam-
sung also offers Al-based features in its kitchen-based
appliances. Its induction cooktop with a 7-inch screen,
lets users view the recipes that were selected and saved
from the Family Hub+.
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RELIANCE FAMILY DAY

Ambani bats for
younger RIL, Al
transformation

AMRITHA PILLAY

Mumbai, 28 December

Mukesh Ambani, the billionaire
chairman and managing director of
Eeliance Industries (RIL), on
Thursday listed growth. talent
enrichment, and adoption of arti-
ficial intelligence (AT) as targets [or
the company in 2024 and vowed ta
malke it one of the top ten business
conglomerates in the world.

Address employecs on the Yist
hirth anniversary of RIl's founder
Dhirubhai Ambani, he set the ambi-
Lious goal Lo grow the company inlo
the top ten business conglomerates
of the world.

"RIL can and will grow to be
among the Lop len business con-
glomerates of the world,” he said,
without giving a timeline.

Referring to hisworldorce as his
“perpetual  recharge  battery”,
Ambhbani said, "Usher in 2024 with
three key messages — Al adoption,
talent enrichment, and institu-
tional culture”,

Iis other time-bound targets [or
the company included the comple-
tion of an AT transformation across
all businesses in 2024 (o emerge as
a"ploneer” in developing Al to solve
India's urgent national priorities in
education, healtheare, agriculture,
and employment generation.

"To make RIL an Al-imimersive
tech company, we need o develop
the skill set at all levels in the
company,” he said.

The past two vears have seen the

YOUNG LEADERS
WILL COMMIT
MISTAKES. DD NOT
WASTE YOUR ENERGY

66 onconouctinga 99

POST=-MORTEM ON
PAST MISTAKES

MUIKESH AMBANI
RIL CHAIRMAN & MD

hillionaire set the stage for succes-
sion. This year also saw the appoint-
ment of the third generation of the
Ambani family at the company
board level in a non-executive role.

"RIL is going through a genera-
tional transition,” Ambani said,
adding that the [uture belongs Lo
Isha, Akash, and Anant (Ambani’s
children) and their generation.

Ambani also emphasised the
need for a young talent poel, stat-
ing, “We must keep RIL forever
young, to keep the average age of
all our talented teams in their 308"

e urged employess nol o brood
over the mistakes of the young,.
"Young leaders will commil mis-
takes. That's for sure. But my advice
to them is simple: Do not waste your
energy conducting 4 post-mortem
on past mistakes,” he said.

Atage 66, Ambani is Asia's rich-
ost man as of December 12, accord-
ing to the Forbes Rich List with a
net worth of $94.3 hilllon. In the
past, Ambani has used his late
[ather Dhirubhai's birth anniver-
sary o launch new services, such
as the soft launch of its telecom
venture Jio in 2015,
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BENGALURU, DHNS
aking stock of the in-

creasing Covid cases

in Bengaluru and that

New Year celebrations are
around the corner, the state
health department, issued

{ a circular on Thursday, di-
| rectng the city police and
the Bruhat Bengaluru Ma-
hanagara Palike (BBMP)
10 ensure that the Covid

Ranchi, Jharkhand

ov.in

1CE

Dated : 26/12/2023
1t City for Eco Retreat — 2024 at
'30 day (Call-3)

guidelines are effectively
enforced.

Health Minister Dinesh
Gundu Rao, in his direc-
tions, said that the officials
should create awareness
and ensure that citizens
follow Covid Appropriate
Behaviour (CAB) such as
the use of sanitisers and so-
cial distancing. He reiterat-
ed that senior citizens and
those with comorbidities
should wear masks in pub-
lic places and closed areas.

Rao also noted that of
the 464 active cases in the
state, 376 of them are in
Bengaluru and four of the
nine deaths have been re-
ported from the city. The
circular also noted that the
JN.1 subvariant was highly
transmissible and hence the

Of the 464 active Covid
cases inthe state, 376 of
them are in Bengaluru.
DH PHOTO/S K DINESH

hospital admissions among
those with lower immunity
and comorbidities could be
high.

In a separate circular is-
sued by the Health Depart-
ment, the Commissioner

Healthdept directs BBMPto enforce Cowd guidelines

(Healthand Family Welfare
Department) has directed
the officials to ensure thatall
the symptomatic close con-
tacts of Covid patients must
be compulsorily tested.
The circular also direct-

ed all publichospitalsinthe |

districts to ensure that they
establish dedicated Covid
isolation wards including
some ICU beds.

While the district admin-
istration has been asked to
ensure that doctors visit all
the homeisolation patients,
thosein ICU should be mon-
itored through tele ICU.

District death audit
committee and state death
audit committee have also
been instructed to conduct
adeathauditand reportthe
same to the department.
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Housing sales at new high in CY23
despite rise in prices, interest rates

ARSHAD KHAN @ New Delhi

RESIDENTIAL housing mar-
ket in the country scaled new
highs in the calendar year 2023
despite an average increase in
property prices by 15% and a
sharp jump in home loan inter-
estrates during the first half of
the year,

As per the latest data shared
Ly real estate consultant Ana-
rock, housing sales in top seven
cities- Mumbai, Delhi NCR,
Bengaluru, Chennai, Pune.
Kolkata and Hyderabad - stood
at 4,76,530 units as against
3,64,870 units in 2022- rising by
31% Y-0-Y. The last peak in the
housing market was seen in
2022, after 2014, when approxi-
mately 3.43 lakh units were sold
in the top seven cities.

Two western cities- Mumbai
Metropolitan Region (MMR)
and Pune - dominated the real
estate market in 2023. MMR
witnessed the highest sales of
1,53,870 units (up 40% YoY) in
2023, followed by Pune with ap-
prox 86,680 units (up 52%).

The National Capita] Region
(NCR) registered the slowest

growth (at 3%) among major
cities as it recorded sales of
65,625 units in 2023. Housing
sales in Bengaluru grew by
29% to 63,980 units, in Hydera-
bad by 30% to 61,715 units, in
Kolkata by 9% to 23,030 units
and in Chennai by 34% to 21,630
units.“While housing price
hikes over the year did give rise
to demand concerns, the un-
changed home loan rates helped
keep sales on an evep keel,”
saild Anuj Puri, Chairman -
ANAROCK Group.

“The Indian economy re-
mains bullish, and this directly
correlates to residential de-

mand. And, equally important-
ly, new supply is dominated by
Grade A developers who are
completing their projects on
time. This is a strong housing
demand bulwark,” added Puri.

Anarock said demand will
likely remain undeterred in
2024, even with average prices
likely to appreciate by 8-10%
across the top 7 cities. On an-
nual basis, housing prices rose
between 10-24% across top sev-
en cities in 2023, primarily due
to increased input costs and
strong demand. Hyderabad re-
corded the highest yearly
jl.lmp of 24%.



Banks capable of absorbing shocks: RBl

Report shows asset quality of banking system well-placed; NPAs fall for all banks, except small finance banks

TOLERANCE LEVEL

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU @ New Delhi

THE Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) on Thursday said sched-
uled commercial banks are well
capitalised and are capable of
absorbing macroeconomic
shocks even in absence of any
further capital infusion.

The central bank in its Fi-
nancial Stability Report re-
leased on Thursday also showed
that the Indian banking system
is comfortably placed as far as
asset quality is concerned. The
report says under the baseline
scenario, aggregate minimum
capital requirement ratio of 46
major banks likely to drop from
16.6% Iin September 2023 to
14.8% by September 2024.

“It may go down to 13.5% in
the medium stress scenarijo
and to 12.2% under the severe
stress scenario by September
2024, which would also remain
above the minimum capital re-

quirements,” said the report.

The report reiterated that no
banks would breach the mini-
mum capital requirement of
9% in the next one year. On as-
set quality, it shows gross non-
performing assets (GNPA) of
banks would go up to a level of
5.1% under severe stress cond|-
tion. As per the report, under
the baseline scenario, the
GNPA ratio of all banks may
improve to 3.1% by September
2024 from current level of 3.2%.
Under medium stress scenario,
the ratio may rise to 3.6%.

“At the bank group level, the
GNPA ratios of public sector
banks may swell from 4.4% In
September 2023 to 65.1% in Sep-
tember 2024, whereas It may go
up from 2.1% to 3.6% for domes-
tic private banks and from 1.6%
to 1.8% for foreign banks under
the severe stress scenarlo,”
said the report.

The RBI in its banking trend
report for 2022-23 released on
Wednesday sald banks’ asset

The RBI stress test shows
banks are capable of absorbing
macroeconomic shocks even In

absence of any capital Infusion |
The capital g " .
requirement ratio %
may go down to
12.2%
under severe
stress scenario
by Sept 2024
Gross NPA of all banks may
improve to 3.1% by Sept 2024
from the current level of 3.2%
under baseline scenario

quality has improved to a dec-
adal high by the end of Septem-
ber 2023 quarter. As per the re-
port, amount of NPAs fell for
all bank groups, except small

- No banks would breach the
- minimum capital requirement of
' 9% In next one year, the RBI
stability report says

' - | UNDER

_ SEVERE
STRESS
CONDITION,
THE GNPA
RATIO MAY
RISE

4.4%

RBI report says the
v .. Improvement In banks’
. asset quality has been
s broad-based

finance banks.

Financial Stability report
says the improvement in banks’
asset quality has been broad-
based. The GNPA of the agri-

culture sector remains ngh 3
7%, while asset quality in th
personal loans segment has i
proved at an overall leve] eve
if there has been a margina
impairment in credit card re
celvables. Gross NPAs on credi
cards have seen a slight uptic|
at 2% by September 2023.

The share of large borrower
(with total exposure of 25cron
and above) in total advances de
clined to 44.5% at end-Septem
ber 2023 from 47.8% at the en
of March 2022. Their contribu
tion to total NPAs also fell dur
ing the year to 51.8% by theen
of September 2023 from 64% b
the end of March 2022.

Meanwhile, RBI governo
Shaktikanta Das has said'tha
the health of the Indian finan
cial system is steadily improv
INg on the back of multiyeal
high earnings, low level of
stressed assets, and strong cap
ital and liquidity buffers witl
financial institutions.



Geopolitical strife, world

trade slowdown pose risks to
~ Indian economy: RBI

Banks NPA at multi-
year low, central
bank says

\ 4

GYANENDRA KESHRI
NEW DELHI, DHNS

pillover effects from the
S slowdowninworld trade,

tighter monetary condi-
tions, increasing fragmen-
tation and geopolitical strife
remain contingentriskstothe
Indian economy, the Reserve
Bank of India said on Thurs-
day.

In its biannual ‘Financial
Stability Report’, the RBI not-
ed that the impact of El Nifno
conditions could present a
challenge to agricultural out-
putand food prices.

Meanwhile, Commerceand
Industries Minister Piyush
Goyal said the Red Sea crisis
has hit India’s exports of rice,
while the impactonothersec-
torswould be knownonce the
monthly trade data is made
available.

Geopolitical strife in the
Middle East have escalated to
tensionsinthe Red Searegion,

Shaktiiianta Das

Indian shipments to the Mid-
dle East, US and Europe have
been affected.

“Red Sea disruption is a
matter of fact,” Goyal told re-
porters at an event. “One in-
dustry that we know that has
been affected is rice... But we
will know all the details once

we have the data for the cur-

rent month,” he added.

Global headwinds pose the
main risks to the outlook for
the Indian economy, although
macroeconomic stability is
anchored by moderating in-
flation, ongoing fiscal consol-
idation and a modest current
accountdeficit (CAD), the RBI
said.

[t also noted that the Indi-
an banks are well capitalised
and capable of absorbing
macroeconomic shocks, that

net non-performing assets
(NPA) ratio of banks declined

to a multi-year low of 0.8% at
the end of September 2023.

“Macro stress tests for
credit risk showed that SCBs
(scheduled commercial
banks) have sufficient cap-
ital buffers and even under
adverse stress scenarios their
capital ratios will remain
above the regulatory mini-
mum,” the RBI said.

The RBI highlighted the
continued improvementin ex-
ternal vulnerabilityindicators.
Foreign exchange reserves of
$616 billion as.on December
15,2023, are sufficient to cov-
er about ten months of actual
imports for 2022-23. Exter-
nal debt moderated to 18.6%
of GDP in June 2023; and the
share of short-termdebtinto-
tal external debt declined to
19.6% in June 2023, the RBI
said.

RBI Governor Shaktikanta
Das said the central bank re-
mains alert and committed
to act early and decisively to
prevent any build-up of risks.
“The Reserve Bank and the
other financial regulators re-
main invested i preserving
financial stability and foster-
ing a financial system that is
resilient to shocks and sup-
portive of growth,” Das noted
in foreword to the report.
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Gujarat hopeful of Tesla plant

AHMEDABAD, DHNS

he Gujarat government
Ton Thursday said that
A 1tis “hopeful” that Elon
Musk will set up Tesla'’s man-
utacturing plant in the state,
which will be the world’s
largest electric vehicle (EV)
maker’s first plant in India.
The government hinted that
an announcement is likely to
be made in the upcoming “Vi-
brant Gujarat” summit.
“Governmentis hopeful for
lesla. Elon Musk hasmadeup
s mindtosetup his first plant
i Gujarat...He surveyed India
lorland and it seems that Guja-

being set up in state

ratishismindand, perhaps, an
announcement will be made
soon,” health minister and
state government’s spokes-
person Rushikesh Patel told
reporters in Gandhinagar on
Thursday.

A decision in this regard is
likely to be announced during
the “Vibrant Gujarat” summit
slated to be held in Gandhi-
nagar between January10and
12, Patel added.

Thestate governmentis said
to have been negotiating with
Tesla representatives for sev-
eral months. Officials say that
due to “favourable business
environment”, several auto
majors have preferred Guja-
rat including Maruti Suzuki.
Tata and MG. Ford and Gen-
eral Motors shut down their
manufacturing operations in
recent years which have been
taken over by Tata and MG re-
spectively.

For the past several
months, the state government
has been campaigning to at-
tract investors for the tenth
edition of the summit.
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With full playing
rights, Mysuru golfer
to compete in

- 22LET events

HITA PRAKASH
BENGALURU, DHNS

he Jayachamarajen-
dra Wadiyar Golf Club
(JWGC) in Mysuru is a
sight to behold. Spread at the
foot of Chamundi hills, a horse
race track divides its inside
nine (open and windy) from the
outside nine holes (narrowand
angled). This piece of beauty,
though, soon fades away like a
mirage ona hotroad when the
same layout unfolds its brutal
side with difficult lies, blowing
headwinds, ‘out of bounds’
on both sides of dog-legged
fairways, elevated coin-sized
greens over water hazards...
The 18-hole ordeal isn’t for
the faint hearted. But for the
brave ones who refuse to get

“intimidated, the JWGC en-

Joys a reputation of preparing
world-class golfers - the latest
being one of its favourite childs,
Pranavi Urs.
“Ineverplaywellatmyhome
course,” grumbles Pranavi, “]
don’t know why. I have played
it a zillion times but I haven't

been able to crack the code”
she adds.

|

GOLF

""""""'lt-! e _ s l

~ Pranavi Ursfinished 13th at the Ladies European Tour Q-school

M o 6 S0 S5 |

InMorocco recently

toearnafull card for the upcoming season. o FILE PHOTO

The tough lessons learnt at
JWGC, however, appear to be
benefitting Pranavi in courses
allover the world. The 20-year-
old finished 13th, after five
rounds of Q-school, in Morocco
toearna fullcard on the Ladies
European Tour (LET).

The youngster credits her
climb to JWGC and its week-

end tournament culture. There
are as many as 20-22 club golf
events in a calendar year that
have seen some of the best
players from Karnataka and
elsewhere taking part. Playing
with/ against golfers of varied
age groups, Pranavi was all of
seven when she entered her

first tournament here. And.

notsurprisingly, the loquacious
and hyperactive kidbecamean
instant hit.

“It taught me how to com-
pete. To play and win against
boysand girls mucholder than
me was a matter of pride. The
fearless attitude was instilled
in me by playing these events
and facing challenges on the

European testawaits Pranavi

JWGC course,” she recalls.

After winning the best lady
golfer award for five years in
arow, Pranavi went on to cap-
ture the gross category title
at the clubs’ most prestigious
tournament - The Maharaja
Cup-asal3-year-old.

“That’s when they banned
me from playing the weekend
events because they thought
it was unfair on the rest,” she
laughs. “I was only allowed to
play forhonour sometimes, not
for the big prizes.”

However, her being good at
the sport will henceforth give-
Pranavi entry to bigger and
better championships on the
world’s biggest golf stage.

“As of now I'll be playing 22
LET events on an average. If
the first half of the year goes
well with a couple of top-5/ 10
finishes, I should make the cut
for a few Majors in the second
part.”

Whichisthe one eventsheis
looking forward to playing the
most? “The Jabra Ladies Open’,
playedatthe Evian Resort Golf
Clubinthe heartotthe French
Alps, isthe instant reply.

“Yes,I'msuperexcited. Play-
Ing in new countries and cours-
esaresomething I look forward
to. Hopefully, I can come back,

~onceinawhile,andtellyou that

playing all over the world has

given me enough to finally play

wellat JWGC,” she quips.
Well, you can take a person

outof Mysuru, but not Mysuru
outofa person.
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LONDON, AFP: Manches-
ter City came from behind
to beat Everton 3-1 on their
return from the Club World
Cup on Wednesday, moving
five points behind Premier
Leagueleaders Liverpool.
Pep Guardiola’s men, chas-
ing an unprecedented fourth
consecutive English top-flight

trailing 1-0 at Goodison Park,
courtesy of a first-half strike
from former City player Jack
Harrison.

But Phil Foden fizzed a
shot past Jordan Pickford in
the 53rd minute and Julian
Alvarez put the visitors ahead
from the penalty spot.

Bernardo Silva capped a
brilliant second-half perfor-
mance for the champions,
taking advantage of an error
irom Pickford in the closing
minutes.

Flsewhere, Chelsea’s Noni
Madueke scored alate winner
from the penalry spotin a 2-]
win against Crystal Palace to
it spirits at Stamford Bridge
after a miserable 2023 while
Wolvcs hammered fast-sink-
Ing Brentford 4-1.

City, who had won just one
of their previous six league
games,arenow backinfourth
spotwithagamein hand over
Jurgen Klopp’s Liverpool,
who have 42 points.

City came into the match

City rally to down Everton

against Everton on a high
after winning the Club World
Cuplastweekin SaudiArabia.

Chelsea substitute Mad-
ueke won and converted an
89th-minute penalty to claim
victory for stuttering Chelsea
after threelossesin their pre-
vious four top-flight matches.

Mauricio Pochettino’s side

appeared likely to face anoth-
er frustrating evening after
Michael Olise had cancelled
out Mykhailo Mudryk’s early
goal with a brilliant finish on
the stroke of half-time.

South Korean internation-
al Hwang Hee-chan scored
twice as mid-table Wolves
came away from Brentford
with a 4-1 win.
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chester City's Bernardo
Silva (centre) celebrates
scoring their third goal
dgalnst Everton in London
on Wednesday. REUTERS
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MUMBAI, PTI

to their sixth consecutive

defeat and eighth iq a row
at home despite recording the
highest-ever ODI total against
Australia, as the visitors regis-
tered acommanding six-wicket
win in the first match here on
Thursday.

Phoebe Litchfield (78) and
Ellyse Perry (75) anchored the
chase with a resolute 148-run
stand for the second wicket as
Australiareplied with 285/4 in
46.3 overs to overhaul India’s
282/8 andtake al-Oleadin the
three-match series.

As Phoebe and Ellyse fell in
quick succession, Beth Mooney
(42 from 47 balls, 4x4s) and
Tahlia McGrath (68 not out.
55 balls, 11x4s) flattened India
with their 88-run stand for the
fourth wicket off only 67 balls.

Australia got over the line
with 21 balls and six wickets to
spare with none of the Indian
bowlers able to make any im-
pact. Indiamadea perfectstart
bydealingan earlyblowto Aus-
tralia, wholost Alyssa Healy (0)

inthe firstoverwhen Sneh Rana
flew to her left to take an acro-
batc catch off Renuka Thakur.

But India could not capital-

i1se further on the initial success
as Australia ran away with the
game, aided by some ordinary
effort in the field from the
hosts. For that matter. skipper
Harmanpreet Kaur's ‘golden’
arm could also not come to the
rescue of the side on a placid

India Women succumbed
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Ellyse Perry celebrates

after scoring a half-century
against India. Pt

wicket as sheconceded 32 runs
in three overs without a wicket.
Ellyse notched up her fifth fifty
against India and 33rd overall
while Phoebe bounced back
strongly from a poor outing in
her one-off Testlast week to flay
the Indian attack.

Ellyse and Phoebe’s 148-run
association is now the third
highest second-wicket part-
nership against India in ODIs.

Earlier, a fine 82 from Jemi-
mah Rodrigues and a brisk
unbeaten 62 from Pooja Vas-
trakar propelled India Wom-
€n 10 their highest ODI total
of 282/8. India’s previous-best
against Australia in ODJs was
281/4atDerbyin 2017.

Brief scores: India: 282/8 in 50
Overs (Yastika Bhatia 49 Jemimah
Rodrigues 82, Pooja Vastrakar 62,
Ashleigh Gardner 2-63, Georgia
Wareham 2-55) It to Australia: 285/4
N 46.3 overs (Phoebe Litchfield 78.
Ellyse Perry 75, Beth Mooney 42,
Tahlia McGrath 68). Result: Aus won
DY 6 wickets. PoM: Phoebe Litchfield.

Series: Aus lead 1-0. Next match:
Dec 30.
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RACE TO DEVELOPMENT

Impossible without
well-nourished children

Malnutrition is perhaps
the mostsignificant hurdle
in India’s race tobecome
adeveloped country by
2047. Initiatives like
‘Koosina mane’are crucial
toavertacrisis

KATHYAYINI CHAMARAJ

teacher in Tumakuru wrote a
poem in anguish after seeing
he plight of young children lan-
guishing before herverydoorasaresult
of the SMART City project not provid-
ing creches for them. Titled /don’t need
this Smart City, her poem says, “The
city built on the lives of such innocents
will never give me peace.”

Equally distressing instances arise
from the lack of creches at construc-
tion sites, of little children being run
over by reversing cement lorries, and
of toddlers falling into open sumps
and drowning while their mothers
are busy carrying bricks up to the top
floors. Also, one shudders with horror
at the incidents of a stray dog mauling
atoddlertodeath ata constructionsite
and of a road roller running over and
flattening toddlers who were left un-
attended by the roadside by a mother
working on a road project for BBMP!

These horrifying and avoidable trag-

edies stem from the callous and patriar-
chal disregard of many employers and
even government agencies to provide
creche services to young children of
poor mothers forced to earn their live-
lihood. A contractor’s response when
questioned on why he had not admitted
his workers’childreninacreche was: “If
such demands are made on us, we will
not employ women at all!” The overall
mindset appears to be that it is solely a
woman's responsibility to care for her
babies and no business of men or the
government. Isitany wonder that these
children, if they survive, suffer from ir-
reversible malnourishmentduring their
crucial first 1000 days, contributing to
India’s alarming levels of malnutrition,
among the highest in the world?

Notably, none other than the former
head of the Reserve Bank of India, Ra-
ghuram Rajan, highlighted this whil¢
interacting with media in connection
with his latest book, Reimagining In-
dia’s Economic Future: “You must be
joking about becoming a developed,
rich country by 2047 with 35% mal-

nutrition today. Your malnourished
children today are going to be workers

in 2047. Will they be capable of doing
work in the presence of robots and A7
Have you thought about what that en-
tails? Our children’s high malnutrition
levels should be the country’s shame
that we want to cradicate.”

While laws mandate employers to
provide a creche only when a certain
number of women workers are em-
ployed, the Law Commission, inits Re-
port No. 259 on Early Childhood Care
and Education, recommends that a
new Article 24A be inserted into Part
[1T of the Constitution to ensure that the
unconditional right of every child under
six to créche and daycare becomes an
enforceable right, making it this State’s
responsibility, notemployers, especial-
lyin the unorganised sector.

However, ratherthan focusingonthe
setting up of creches by the state, PM
Modi, in an episode of ‘Mann Ki Baat’,
spoke of how citizens should participate
in rooting out malnutrition, how the
‘Mera Bachha Campaign’ in Madhya
Pradesh was using bhajan-kirtans to
curb malnutrition, and about a snake
and ladder game prepared in a district
of Jharkhand, in which children learn
about good and bad eating habits.

In pursuance of the above measures
as solutions to malnutrition, no funds
were released by the Union govern-
mentin FY 2021-22 for the functioning
of creches under the National Creche
Scheme (earlier named Rajiv Gandhi
National Creche Scheme) as per a re-
port in Business Line (May 25, 2022).
The reportadds that the budget alloca-
tion for the scheme has come down by
59% in the last three years. Moreover,
out of 18,040 creches that were func-
tional in Y18 under thisscheme, 11,582

were shutdown by FY20, shrinking the
numberto 6,458.

In Kayngtaka, itisdisa ppointing that
the BUI]?'“E & Other Construction
Workers’ Welfare (BOCWW) Board,

mandated through a Government
Order to run creches for construction
workers’ children in every ward or
a group of wards, with its own accu-
mulated funds of Rs 6,000 crore, has
shut down the 137 creches that it had
established in several districts, claiming
irregularities in their functioning.

Amid this dismal scenario, i1t is en-
couraging that Karnataka CM Siddar-
amaiah has announcedin the 2023-24
budget the setting up of ‘Koosina
Mane’ (Child’s Home) in 4,000 gram-
panchayats for mothers working under
the Mahatma Gandhi National Rural
Employment Guarantee Act (MGN-
REGA) as well as for other mothers
living in the vicinity. This measure was
long overdue, as it had been a require-
ment under the MGNREGA Act since
2005 itself.

While thisinitiative needs to be laud-
ed, the question arises whether setting
up one creche per GP would serve the
needs of all working women. And would
setting up such parallel structures be
feasible when the existing Anganwadis
themselves are lacking funds and infra-
structure? And why not creches in ur-
banareas, whereatremendous amount
of construction activity is happening
and women are employed? When there
are 69,000+ Anganwadis in the state al-
ready, atanaccessibledistance for most
women inruraland urban areas, would
itmake better sense to upgrade these as
daycare centres in a phased manner:
But it may be too huge a task to serve
all zero- to 6-year-olds in the existing
Anganwadis, given their deficiencies.

The recommendation of the Law
Commission provides a solution for
this. It has been suggested that Aro-
cle 21A of the Constitution should be
amended to extend the Fundamental
Right to Education to children in the
3-6 age group as well. To achieve this,
it has been recommended that “pre-
school centres should be established
in all government and aided schools
in a phased manner,” which shall have
linkages with the Anganwadis for pro-
viding ICDS services toall the children.
So, while the under-3-year-olds are
served by the existing but upgraded
Anganwadis, the 3-6-year-olds could
be accommodated in the government
schools.

Such an approach to providing com-
prehensive care, nutrition, and devel-
opment for all children under 6 years

old may help the countryriditself of the
shame of malnutrition and bring peace
to the likes of the anguished teacher in
Tumakuruwho care about children.

(Thewriter is the executive trustee of
CIVIC-Bangalore)
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Notinthe nameof
Kannada, please

he vandalising of signboards of commercial estab-
lishments in Bengaluru by members of Karnataka
Rakshana Vedike deserves to be condemned. Their

action cannot be justified in the name of promoting or
protecting Kannada. It wasespecially unwarranted asthe
state government had already acted on the issue and had
setadeadline of February 28,2024 forall establishments
to comply with the rule that stipulates that Kannada sig-
nage should be prominent. At a meeting with Kannada
activists, BBMP Chief Commissioner Tushar Girinath
had assured them that the Palike’s zonal commissioners
wouldbeinstructed to survey commercial establishments
allover Bengaluru and ensure compliance. Action would
be initiated against Jurisdictional officers for failure to
implement the rule, and the BBMP would even consider
cancelling the licences of establishments that refused
to fall in line, he had said. The Federation of Karnataka
Chambers of Commerce and Industry (FKCCI) had also
announced thatitwould ensure adherence byallitsmem-
bers. Despite this, the activists took thelaw into theirhands
andvandalised English boards in many parts of the city.
The Karnataka Shops and Estab-
lishments Rule 24-A says, “The name
board of every establishment shall
be in Kannada and wherever other

Vandalism

languagesaretobe used, the versions cannotbe
justified, and

in such other languages shall be be-
low the Kannada version. The name is not the
board in Kannada version shall be

written more prominently by pro- Kannadlga
viding more space than for other lan-
guages, if any.” Subsequently, BBMP

had specified that Kannada signage ——
should occupy60% ofthe spaceonthe
boards. But there is no ban on the use of other languages
ontheboards. The High Courthad struck down Rule 24-A
onthe ground that the provision was not contemplatedin
the Karnataka Shops and Establishments Act. Chief Min-
ister Siddaramaiah has announced that the government
will bring in an Ordinance to mandate compliance with
the “"60% Kannada” stipulation under a law adopted in
February to give primacyto the local language.

Activists have complained that several such deadlines
by BBMP in the past have been ignored. It is also true
that there is popular angst that Kannada is being eased
out in Bengaluru and that other languages are gaining
promunence. There is also increasing consternation over

“outsiders” refusing to learn or speak Kannada. Yet, the
activists have no right to take the law into their hands and

Indulgeinvandalism. Itappears thata few self-appointed
organisations and individuals resorted to vandalism to
grab headlines and stay relevant. In doing so, they have
onlydamaged the fair name of Bengaluru. This is not the
Nannadigaway. Chief Minister Siddaramaiah has warned
of action against the vandals, and rightly so.
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* Pendencyinlower
courtsisthe problem

r. I Yhe Supreme Court has done well to improve the
rate of disposal of cases by clearing 52,191 cases till

December 15 this year, which marks an increase of
33% over the 39,800 cases which were decided in 2022.
Accordingtoanofficial report, thedisposal is the highest
since the Integrated Case Management Information
System (ICMIS) was implemented in the year 2017. The
court has taken some initiatives this year to improve its
functioning in terms of case disposal. The pendency of
cases before five-judge constitution benches has been
reduced from 36 to 19. But there are important cases
pending before seven-judge and nine-judge benches.
While judgements were delivered in some Important
cases like the one about Article 370. they are expected in
other cases like those pertaining to electoral bonds and
theright of youngwomento enter the Sabarimala shrine.
The court has used technology to quicken the pace
of case disposal. Reforms like the reduction of the time
frame for verification and listing of cases from 10 daysto
seven have helped in speedy disposal of cases. Matters
such as bail, habeas corpus, eviction and demolition,
which have bearing on personal liberty, were processedin
onedayand listedimmediately. Such
proceedings were also taken up dur-
ing the summer vacation. Forma- M1
tion of specialised benches to handle well I:lltﬂl'lg
particular types of cases helped to |
streamline the process. Other steps down pen-
included the setting up of a hybrid J[Z AN [3;
hearingsystemandan RTI portal and courts need
thee-SCR (Supreme Court Reports),
which gives online access to judge- helptofollow

ments. The linkage of the court with

the National Judicial Data Grid has
helped the'tracking of cases on a real-time basis,

While these measuresarelaudable, the overall penden-
cy of cases in the judicial system has only increased. The
total number of cases waiting for disposal has crossed five
<TOre, according to information provided in parliament.
The problem is acute i High Courts and the district and
subordinate courtswhere the pending cases, asof J ulythis
year, were oversix lakh and 4.4 crorerespectively. Itis the
casesinthe lower courts, more than thoseinthe Supreme

ur : uentadjournments, etc, Union
Law Mlmsteleljun Ram Meghwal has said that “the dis-
posal urtsiswithin the domai

thdn:lary and th? g0Ve€rnment hasno direct n?l?iini]t’? f];hi
- egovem{nentssupportisvitalincreatingcondiﬁ . fu
speedy dehverygf justice. ItSl‘lOLﬂd mak ' oot

| € time] Int-
mentofenough numberof Judges, provide infraztiﬁpc?umt
and perhaps redyce its own litigation in coyrts ©
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SUSPENSION SAGA SULLIES
TEMPLE OF DEMOCRACY

HE 2023 winter session will go
down in history for various rea-
sons. It started with a member of
parliament demanding why their
questions of national importance
were disallowed during the Ques-
tion Hour, followed by the expul-
sion of Trinamool Congress leader Mahua
Moitra from the Lok Sabha, and then a par-
liamentary breach by four people who re-
leased a coloured gas in the Lok Sabha
chamber. The session ended with the sus-
pension of more than 140 members in the
two Houses of parliament over a few days.
Somehow all of these incidents are related.

The recent suspensions have ignited yet
another debate on our democratic institu-
tions and the values we espouse as a parlia-
mentary democracy. The mass suspension
from both the Houses on December 13 was
triggered by the serious security breach on
the anniversary of the 2001 parliament at-
tack, and members asking for a statement
on it. But the suspensions continued till the
end of the session.

Security breaches are a serious issue, es-
pecially if it concerns the parliament of In-
dia. But suspending members en masse?
This sounds like a case of fixing a leaky tap
with a hammer. We, the members of parlia-
ment, are not just raising eyebrows at the
events that unfolded—we are raising the de-
mand for accountability for this unprece-
dented series of events.

While parliamentary suspensions are not
new, a mass suspension of such a magni-
tude has never been witnessed in history. On
March 15, 1989, 63 Lok Sabha members were
suspended for a week after protesting the
assassination of former Prime Minister In-
dira Gandhi. However, these recent suspen-
sions surpass the previous instances in
terms of scale and the potential consequenc-
es it had on parliamentary proceedings.

To put this in perspective, here is the
magnitude of suspensions—the Janata Dal
(United) party’s eight Lok Sabha and two
Rajya Sabha members, the Dravida Munne-
tra Kazhagam’s 16 Lok Sabha members
and eight Rajya Sabha members, 13 Lok
Sabha members and eight Rajya Sabha
members of the Trinamool Congress, the
largest opposition party, the Indian Nation-
al Congress’s 40 Lok Sabha members and
18 Rajya Sabha members,
op'g)lse ;uspensparéon of slo many members of

1aon es, Including regional ones,
makes the proceedings resemble a political

s s m————
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seesaw. Instead of finding an equitable bal-
ance, we find that the proceedings were pre-
dominantly in the hands of the majority
party. The temple of democracy risked be-
ing handed to a solo performer, leaving us
all to wonder if it’s truly a level playing field
for every member of parliament.

The session witnessed the tabling of sev-
eral crucial bills, including the Telecommu-

Benjamin Disraeli said, “No government
can long be secure without a formidable
opposition.” But this wintersession ¢
. of parliament saw anunprecedented
e mass suspension of members and the
> passage of crucial bills without fair
debate.Canademocracy—especially |
a federal one such as ours—thrive :
without robust representation?

nications Bill, Jammu and Kashmir Reser-
vation (Amendment) Bill, Bharatiya Nyaya
(Second) Sanhita, Bharatiya Nagarik Surak-
sha (Second) Sanhita and Bharatiya Sak-
shya (Second) Bill. The way these bills were
passed while so many opposition MPs were
suspended highlights a disregard for India’s
diverse regional perspectives. This appears
to be more of a strategic event to stifle the
opposition and expedite legislative proceed-
ings, completely sidelining the voices of re-
gional and opposition parties.

This unprecedented saga has left us ques-
tioning the essence of democracy in the
country. Prominent national and regional
political parties such as the Janata Dal

e

WIKIMEDIA COMMONS

| 1 H 1
| |
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Member of Lok Sabha and
~  Standing Committee on [T & Communications

(United), DMK, Nationalist Congress Party,
Trinamool Congress, and Indian National
Congress saw substantial parts of their rep-
resentatives suspended. Thus the seesaw
appears to be one-sided, with only the saf-
fron party and their allies in the proceed-
ings. The disregard for a diversity of re-
gional perspectives questions the fair and
inclusive nature of our democratic process.
The events call for a reassessment of the bal-
ance between parliamentary democracy
and the right of elected representatives to
voice their dissent.

By the end of the session, the few opposi-
tion parties that remained in the House to
discuss the bills included the Shiromani
Akali Dal, Telugu Desam and All India
Majlis-e-Ittehadul Muslimeen (AIMIM).
Even when the members of these parties
spoke against some of the bills, the Speak-
er of the House could be heard saying that
“objectionable parts will be expunged from
the official records”.

This was seen in the case of AIMIM lead-
er Asaduddin Owaisi. While discussing the
three criminal bills, hateful words were
hurled at him by some members belonging
tothe Bharatiya Janata Party. The same day,
when Shiromani Akali Dal member Har-
simrat Kaur Badal was talking about one of
the bills and discussing the implications of
the police atrocities committed on the peo-
ple of Punjab, she was advised to restrict
her speech only to the bill.

Outside parliament, opposition mem-
bers stood with placards and signs. We
pleaded for the revocation of the suspen-
sions so that we could represent our states
and communities. Our demands were sim-
ple—a discussion of the December 13 at-
tack or a statement from the home minis-
ter. We stood there asking, “More than 140
members are suspended, is this the moth-
er of democracy?”

The whole episode brought to mind

" the words of 19th-century British

politician Benjamin Disraeli: “No gov-

ernment can long be secure without a

formidable opposition.”
(contact@ithamizhachi.com)
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