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Honours degree not needed, finds AlDSO survey 
BENGALURU DHNS: The four 
year undergraduate Honours 
programme is "not needed" 
according to 83% of respon 
dents in a survey carried out 
by the student body All India 
Democratic Students Organ 
isation (AIDSO). 

The organisation conduct 
ed the survey on the State 
Education Policy which the 
Congress government has 
announced to implement in 
place of the National Educa 
tion Policy (NEP). 

The findings of the survey 
have been submitted to the 
Higher Education Depart 
ment. According to the details 
shared by the organisation, 
23,120 students from nine 
government universities, 82 
Government First Grade 
Colleges, 12 Government 
Engineering Coileges and 15 
Government Student Hostels 

in Karnataka participated in 
the survey. 

"Every individual was met 
personaly and their opinions 
were collected through a 
questionnaire. 20% of the to-
tal collected responses were 
consideredas a sample,"reads 
the report. 

According to the survey, 
most of the students said that 

the Honours degree courses 
(four-year degree) are not 
needed. The students would 
like to study about thinkers of 
the Renaissance movement 

and the revolutionary fight 
ers of the freedom struggle, 
the survey said. 

Interestingly, even the state 
government thinks of scrap 
ping the Honours degree pro 
gramme implemented as part 
of the NEP. 

Asmuchas 80% ofstudents 
said that it is wTong to get 
funding from the corporate 
sector to run government ed 
ucational institutions. About 
86% of the respondents said 
that foreign direct investment 
and foreign universities are 
not needed in India and 93% 
opined that values should not 
be ignored in the curriculum 
under the pretext of giving 
skilljob training to students. 
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Health dept directs BBMP to enforce Covid guidelines 
aking stock of the in 
creasing Covid cases 
in Bengaluru and that 

New Year celebrations are 
around the corner, the state 
health department, issued 
a circular on Thursday, di-
recting the city police and 
the Bruhat Bengaluru Ma-
hanagara Palike (BBMP) 
to ensure that the Covid 
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guidelines are effectively 
enforced. 

Health Minister Dinesh 
Gundu Rao, in his direc 
tions, said that the officials 
should create awareness 
and ensure that citizens 
follow Covid Appropriate 
Behaviour (CAB) such as 
the use of sanitisers and so 
cial distancing. He reiterat 
ed that senior citizens and 
those with comorbidities 
should wear masks in pub 
lic places and closed areas. 

Rao also noted that of 
the 464 active cases in the 
state, 376 of them are in 

Bengaluru and four of the 
nine deaths have been re-
ported from the city. The 
circular also noted that the 
JN.l subvariant was highly 
transmissible and hence the 

Of the 464 active Covid 
cases in the state, 376 of 
them are in Bengaluru. 
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hospital admissions among 
those with lower immunity 
and comorbidities could be 
high. 

In a separate circular is-
sued by the Health Depart-
ment, the Commissioner 

(Health and Family Welfare 
Department) has directed 
the officials to ensure that all 
the symptomatic close con 
tacts of Covid patients must 
be compulsorily tested. 

The circular also direct 
ed all public hospitals in the 
districts to ensure that they 
establish dedicated Covid 
isolation wards including 
some ICU beds. 

While the district admin 
istration has been asked to 
ensure that doctors visit all 
the home isolation patients, 
those in ICU shouldbe mon 
itored through tele ICU. 

District death audit 
committee and state death 
audit committee have also 
been instructed to conduct 
adeath audit and report the 

same to the department. 
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